REVIEWS 


Medical Men' and tiie Law. A Modern Treatise on the 
Legal Rights, Duties, and Liabilities of Physicians and 
Surgeons. By Hugh Emmett Culbertson, Esq., member of 
the Ohio and Xcw York Bars; Contributing Editor to mam- 
legal publications. Pp. 325. Philadelphia and New York: Lea 
& Eehiger, 1913. 

This work represents an effort on the part of the author as set 
forth in the preface to present the main features in modern law as 
it pertains to physicians and surgeons. The need for such a work 
is manifested in the utter lack of knowledge of the law as it bears 
upon medical matters shown by the average practitioner and his 
consequent inability to properly discharge many of the duties 
arising from his position as an advisor cither to his patients or the 
community. 

The author has combined the main points wherein medicine and 
law touch each other, based on actual court decisions. The dis¬ 
cussions deal with every possible phase of medical law and are 
expressed in an unusually clear, concise, and interesting manner. 
Each chapter represents more or less a dissertation on one particular 
phase of this subject. The questions of qualifications for practice, 
compensation, malpractice, criminal liability, physicians and sur¬ 
geons as witnesses, and wills arc the titles of some of the especially 
interesting chapters. The table of contents and index make refer¬ 
ence to any subject simple and easy. As a reference book for 
physicians or as a compcnd for lawyers the book should have a 
high place. The book is well printed on heavy paper and contains 
very few typographical errors. F. H. K. 


Obstetrics. By W. P. Ma.ntox, M.D., formerly Professor of 
Obstetrics and Clinical Gynecology, Detroit College of Medi¬ 
cine; Gynecologist to the Harper Hospital. Second Edition; 
Pp. 292; 97 illustrations. Philadelphia and New York: Lea & 
Febigcr, 1913. 

That this little book has attained its purpose is evidenced by 
the appearance of a second edition. While such a manual is in- 
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tended primarily for the student, the author lias so carefully revised 
the book that it should prove helpful to the practitioner as well. 
Although limitations of space have forced the curtailment of some 
subjects, yet the important fundamentals have been well presented. 
Appended to eneh chapter is found a list of pertinent questions as 
an aid to the student in rapid review work. The principles stated 
governing the management of pregnancy, the conduct of labor, and 
the choice and technique of operative procedures are in accord with 
the best modern ideas. The recommendation of atropine in doses 
of T \ T grain in the treatment of salivation as mentioned on page fif) 
is no doubt due to a typographical error. The illustrations are well 
chosen. The book should continue to find favor among those who 
wish a small, accurate manual of obstetrics suitable for quick 
reference work. P. I*. A\. 


Tiie Principles and Practice of Gynecology. For Students 
and Practioners. By K. C. Dudley, A.M., M.D., Professor of 
Gynecology, Northwestern University Medical School; Gynecolo¬ 
gist to St. Luke's Hospital, Cltieago. Sixth edition. Pp. 795; 
439 illustrations and 24 full-page plates in colors nnd mono¬ 
chrome. Philadelphia and New York: Lea & Febingcr, 1913. 

Recognized as an authority on the subject since its initial 
appearance fifteen years ago, Dudley’s Gynecology presents in 
the sixth edition a thoroughly modern text-book embodying all the 
recent advances in gynecology. In this edition the text has been 
subjected to a careful revision, thus allowing the introduction of 
much new material without increasing the size of the volume. 
The book possesses a wealth of original and accurately executed 
illustrations, certain scries of which serve to portray step by step 
the various stages of different operative procedures, twenty-five 
drawings and diagrams being used to explain the operation of 
perineorrhaphy. 

The classification of the subject matter follows that of previous 
editions. Thus instead of all the pathological conditions of an 
organ being included under such a heading we find the infections 
and inflammations of the pelvic orgnns following one another in 
the manner of their etiological and pathological sequence. The first 
part of the book devoted to the general principles concludes with a 
chapter on the relation of dress to the diseases of women, discus¬ 
sing briefly the perversion of pelvic physiology by the present-day 
manner of dress and living. The author defines clearly the uses 
and the limitations of local therapy and cautions especially against 
the improper and often unsuitable use of intra-uterir.e medica¬ 
tion. His personal experience is expressed in the preference for 
the expectant and palliative, rather than the surgical treatment, 
curettage, in acute metritis. 



